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THE KINCS 


The humble Petitionof the Commiſſioners of the 


MOST&8XCELLENT 
MAJESTIE. 


A 


i. 
-—ll. — 


 generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of SCOTLAND, 
moet at Edeyrorongh, Inn 4. 164g. 


Ve ſilence and ceaſing to preſent before your Ma- 
jetty our humblethoughts and defires at this time 
of common danger to Religion, to your Maieſlies 

cred perſon, your Crowne and Poſterity, and to 
all your Majefties Dominions, were impiety a- 
gainſt God , unthanketulnefſe and diſfoyalty againſt your Maje- 


 &y, and indire& approbation and hardning of the Adverſaries 


of tru hand peace in their wicked wayes, and cruelty againſt 
our brethren, lying in ſuch depths of affliQion and anguiſh of 
ſpirit. Any one of which crimes were in f1s, above al! ochers, un- 
excuf4ble, and would proveus moſt anworthy of the truſt came 
micred unto us. The flame of this common combuition hath al- 
moſt devoured Ireland, is now waſting the Kingdom of F roland, 
and we cannot tell how ſoone it ſhall enter upon our ſelves & ſer 
this your M4j-fties mof} ancient & native Kingdom on ice: !t in 
this wofull calc & Iamentable condition of your Mjcſtics Dow 
minjonsal ethers ſhould be fttenr;it betiovech us ro ſpeake; and 
H our Tongues and Penns fhouldceafe, our Conſciences within 


_ ew wouldcry ou; and the tones in the ſtreets woud anſwer us, 
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At On gen bl and app PPEEFFOy belts 


Increale : aid poofuript 

and others «PEN to the Reformation of 4 00g ke, al- 
though for their number aA pdwer they be not a 
Amongſt us, yetchrgug ajeoe 
land, and the hope $ they; concel 
Pop NG ings ey relat 
have of 1 'f 
theR So OT N42] 


on 
and partly , and mort eTginn 


| FaQtori in Exglo ta 
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l uy 


he Gud in this Land; 
þ Chick praiſe of the 


Proteftant Religion ( HE ear bur vpn vaine , bur juſt glori- 


- ation)isby the publique Dectarattori of the Eirle of Newca le, 
G __ of Your Maj:ſties F. geees FR ie MT EY FE 


be fivorn Enemies unto Kings; arid be' NO Ng Rees | 
ſons and Confpiraciesagainſt"Pritiees and Rulers, as for their 


knowne Idolatry and ſpirituall Tyranny 3 z yet arc they openly : 


deglared to he not onely good Subjetts , or betcer SfbjeRs, but 
farreberter Stibje&s then Proteſtants, which i isat 


4+ oe ®,. 1 


- Wee ers fore 
or h 


jeſt Ko theſe hel node 
that Your Majeſty: may be pleated in Ygur. Prickly. —_ 
Firft td conſider, her the intentions of Papifts. dire&ed by the 


: prig pls of theic Profefſipn areno,other then: thiey baye bene 
fromthe be; 


gin) ven t9 huildcheic.Bgþe/;.,and! to-ſet.up 
eir MN AM: n d Antichritian | nn Ih all Your 


. Majeft eh Dacaoar to: change the face of your. two.Kingdoms 
of 'Scot/avd and FE» iter into the fimilitade. of; Miſerable. lre- 
itter to the People of God, your Ma ontes 
good 


Hand which is more 


viſts | 


e of thePop Holy - 
of the prevail mg po - 


Ewandtoule 
epi re of the reformed. f OG, a nora BIR th Fy'to - 


giddAbjeli rolthiokavponychen feath>u 
Toms 


| | 5:10 be Jan bf;Hev 


EY 
; beg MTs _ 
—_—— oft a tan QUR; 45 idies) ON, . 
oſt Hence nes andBder , rwith 
þ penis Tooroy all 
Nuts (umn be 
ilandamderaining tres» 


Brikand prone prune: 


Fari te ptoduco;:av mics 5 rr makanga reduer 
Your Maysltyund Hans: Lan Bingdomobn< teat motianeat 
Wiary obilicioMowithe PBopoy d atd on pm 1d 2 ; (MO 
bs is undeniablecvidence, 


Antnex be art nets pr eek | 
nay tima yioand ipredily applyouriRoyall-Authority fir 
disbangiog their Farteavidupyteſiing their towers vand. diſcep> 

poitinphieitbldody aadarercpioht projfe) tio Yr es 
16 euro top thivenduleartwal gre ee ahadeſoos 
earidraingd; cafalldowhtagaine before your Majely rand in 


all huiticyzocotiemthesfapplicationoſithe- late: gencrall Al- 


ſembiy;iantl oue. an ty Toeeit ef ns unity 


bf Religionguand o& Grrchghernment#n all 
yoitr Mie Ligne bebe iPofi&fornitetiogotſone 
Divines to be boldenin Fig/avag) unto whichgecording tothe 
ddifept your MajdltieaiParlianent ſome Gontmiſſioners: may 


be ſent from this Kirke; that in in al} poinks: to ibe; propontd and 
diabared;;'theremay bexbe.greatengen eniendibamesy 'Wee 
takt che biligtferobe tht: mate jfinfappiperals em des 
life, begaulcit conte tieth»the-Lord Jeles Ghejh-ſo-muetric his 
glory. ;-yofis Majeitie in. your Hapoury the KirkewfriEng and 
(which: wee ought; to; tender. as onownebowells: i add whoſe - 
refotrystion:is moredeats naCawyabtaoyclived):ip her happi- 
nefle, andithe Kirkdot Scorlanage ler Faticy: and, peace; former 
experience, anthdaily-lenſ teachihgus , that without the,refor- 
mation-of the Kirkof England, there inahope or poſſibility of 
the contingance of-refarmatio hens: + by, got Dy po 


ths whale. Nine gerenti Youy 


Majbfitycinycaliech for. (ge woke af; Reformation at 
Younhanded abdthe preſ 


Myefties Dominiong ;:.are-61 


her /preparation in the mercy of 


oy” d tcthiablaeddekomion and Lnjey-of Religion(which 
ons | 3 is 


tyre ot wc your - 


_ © > 
'B the dofire, prayer, and; <tdog of all--Your Majeftice 
good SubjeRts in this Kingdom)or which theywamble to think 
theabuſeoftheGofpell; the tolecating of Idolatry ;.and fiiper- = 
ſiicion againſt ſs cleare a light , and norucktowlotiging che day = 
of viſication, the begmaing of (ache doletall defolation, asno 
policy or. power of mari ſhall be able to-prevent, and as (hall 


" 
” . 


make Your Majeſties Kingdomes within aſhort-timeas wilers- 
ble, as they may be happy by a reformation of Religion. © God 


forbid , that whit the Houſes of Parliamaiir due profefſerheir 
deſire of thereformation of religion , in a peaccable and Parli» 
ameutary way, and paſſe their Bills for thatend in the particu». 
Tars.that Your Majeſty che Nurſe-Farher of the Kirk of Chriſt, 
to whole care the cuſtody and vindiration of religion doth 
principally belong (ball.to the provokivg of the angerof God, 
the ſtopping of the influence of fo many bleſſings trom Heaven, 
and the grieving of the hearts of n/a. ed frultrate our 
expeQ&ation , wke vr hades aſhamed, and hazard the lofſe of 
the hearty of all Your goo OE EIN ORES eruch 
and unity ofretigion,und rhe ſafety of Your Kingdomes, are wil» 
ling to hazzard their lives, and pend their bloud for Your Ma- 
jeſties Honour,and Happineſſe, + (© 
*. We ore not ignorant that the workeis great, the diflicukies 
and impediments many , and that:there be both Mountainee 
and Lions jn-the way : the [troageſt let, till it be taken out ofthe 
way,ts the Mountaineof Prelecy, and no wonder it Your Maje» * 
ity conſider how many Papiſts, and Popiſhly affeRed,hare for a 
long time found Peace and eaſe under the ſhadow thereof, how 
many of the PcelaticallFaftion have thereby their life and be« 
ing ; how many prophane and worldly men doe feare the yoake 
of Chriſt ? andarevnwilling to ſubmit themſelves to the obedi- 
ence ofthe Goſpelitand how many there be:whole eyes are daz- 
led with the externall:pompe and glory of the Kirke., whoſe 
mines are miſcertied with a concelpr: of the governing ofthe 
Kirke by the rules of humane policy, and whoſe hearts ace af- 
frighted with the apprebenfions of the dangerous conſequences 
which may enſue upon: altoratione.:But when Your. Majeliyin 
our 


worn, 


(8). 


* Your Peincely and Religious Wilkedome, ſhall remember ſeotn 
'the Records af farmer times, bow againſt the gates of Hell, the 


foree and fraude of warldly and wicked mens, and dll Panicke 
feares of danger, the Chriſtian Religion was fick planted, and 
the Chriſtian Kirke thereafter reformed z and from the condi- 
tion of the prefenttimes,, how many fromthe experience ofthe 
tyranny of Prclates are afraid ta diſcover themGlves, left they 
be revenged upon them hereafier Þ whereay Prelecy being remu- 
ved they would openly profelſe what they ave, and j3yne with 
othiers in the way of Retocaratian, All abtatlcs and difliarieics 
hall be but quatcer of che manifeſtation af the power of God, 
the principal wakery and che means of the greater glory to 
You; Majeſty che prime Inſtrument. | 

©. The intacmixture: of the Government of Prel/ates, with the 


_ civill Kate, mentioned ia, Your Majeſties Anſwer taour former 


Peritianbeing taken away,and the.right gayernment by Aſſem- 
blies; -which. iv tq bee feene in all thercfermed Kiks, and 
wherein the agreement will: be eaſie, being ſertled ; the Kirke 
and Religion will be mare pure and Frey af mixture, and the civil 
Government more fauad qd firme;that goverment of the kirk 


wuſt ſuir. beſt wich ehe civil Rate, and he moſt uſefull for Kirgs 


and Kingdoms, which.1s belt warrapred by Godby wham Kings 


mation he expeRted in the. common and ordinary wry, expeſſed 
alſo in Your | t 
ces have found it impoſſible , and implying repugnancys ſince 
the Perſons to be retprmed, and the reformers mult be divers,and 


' doeraigne, and Kindames areciabliſhed : Nas can a refor-. 
jcſties Anſwerghe wife and moſtretigious Prin- 


the way of reformatian mult be different from the corrupt way, 
by which defeftion, of workemen, and corruptionin DoArioe, . 


dread Saveraigne, ta renew our Patitiony for this u- 


andapprobation of more fall afſemblies ; The Nationall afſem- 
bly of this Kirke,from which we have our Commiſſion, did pro+ 
miſe in their giviog, for the many favours expreſſed in 


Your 


and government, have entred into the Kirke. Suffer us - 


therefor 

pity of religion, and uniformity of Kirke government, . and for - 
 ameeting oft.ſome Divines of both Kingdomes who'may pre- 
parematters for Your Majefties view , and for the examination - 


4 


(29) 
\YourMajeſties Letter 7: aber edt 6 rig WR 
-vnderthiircharge inunity' eh J'peact; "ahdin dyalty Ty” Hay 
. dienctta'Y ounMujelt and Your Labs; wRnce A eſe Ih a 
argc bins Pea vf the: OE: 
-'But we camotiuonceale hdw'thuch dth rk anf{Prople RR 
are grieved-and difquieted , with Melt reporrs' of the he. - | 
ceſſe;boldneſſeandfirength of Popith forces in 1re/and afid Fx ge 
land , and how muck danigerfrom the power of ſo.tmaliciouy band 
blond Egemits. tsfapproherided , to'the Religion! ahdPeicoof 
this arkeiand: Rihgdome'; conceived by therk's. LAS! Tit tn 
2 Fe 
ga 


. whence'hwetſſued 31 their Ealamities and miferid 
.humbly remonſtrate to Your Majeſty as tnece yrequicn 
generall Aſſembly, and doearneſtly ſuppleate forthe prelence 
and affiftanceot Your *Majefties- Comma Woner #t tht fo be 
afpointet,>Xhat byunivetfa}{cooſtnt's heivhg! ug > 
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:for the ayerting of the preir! wa pl which"tey'ts 1 FL? 
: immiinenc tottiis Rin Joni FTeſha | 
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TO A LATE PETITION 
- preſented unto Him by the hands oi 


MrAtnxantua HanNDERSON, - 
from the Commiſhoners of the 
. __ * . generall Afſembly ofthe Church . 
| | of SCOTLAND. 


als E received lately a Petition 
S421 tromyou,by the hands of M* Alex. 
11} ender Henderſon, Tothe which We 
1 intended to have givenan Anſwer, 
as ſoon as We hadtranſaced the 
buſineſſe with the other Commiſh. 
oners addreſſed to us from the 
11 Conſervators ofthe Treaty of that | 
Our Kingdom. But fanding the ſame 
| Ne to 4) a in Print, andto be 
diſperſed throughout Our Kingdom, to the great danger of 
Scandalling of Our well-affeQed SubjeRts, who may inter- 


wo pret the bitterneſle and ſharpeneſſe of ſome Expreſſions not © 


B ra 


LS 2 

ta be ſoagreeable to that regard and:Reverence which is due 
eo Our Perſon, and the matter it ſelfe tobe reproachfullto 
the Honour and Conftitution of this Kingdome, Wee have 
becncompelled the more ſtrictly toexamineas well the Au- 
thority offthe Petitioners , as the matrerof the Petition it 
ſclte, andto publiſh Our opinion of bath,” that Our Subjects 
| of both Kingdoms may ſce how equally juſt and Senſible 
Weareof the Lawes and Honour of both Our Kingdoms. 


And firſt, upon peruſall of the Petition, We required to 


ſec the Commiſſion by which the meſſenger who brought 
this Petition, or the Perfons who ſent him, are qualified to 
intermedle in Afﬀeaires ſo Forraigne to their Turiſdiftion,and 
of fo great concernmentto this Our Kingdem of England. 
Vpon Examination whereof, and in defence of the Lawes 
- and Governmentof this Our Kingdom, which We are tru- 


fied and ſworn to defend, We muſt profeſle that the Petitio. 


ners, or the generall Aſſembly of Our Church of Scotland 
havenotthe leaſt Authority or Power to intermeddle or in- 
terpoſe inthe Aﬀairesof this Kingdom or Church, which 
are fetled and eſtabliſhed by the proper Lawes of this Land, 
' 'andnill they. be altered by the fame competent power, cannot 

be inveighedagainſt without adue ſenſe of Vs and this Nati- 
on, muchleflecan they preſent any advice or Declaration to 
— Our Houlesof Parliament againſt the ſame, orto that pur- 

poſeto ſend any Letters, asthey have now done, taany Mi- 
niſters of Our Church here, who by rhe Lawes of this Land 
cannot correſpondagainſt the ſame, Therefore Ve doe be- 
lievethatthe Petitioners, whea they ſhall confider how un. 
warranted it is by the Lawes of that Kingdome, and how 
contrary itistothe -Lawes of this, to the Profeſſions they 
have made tocach other, and how unbecomming init ſelte 
forthem to requirethe ancient, happy and eſtabliſhed Go. 
 Yertnent ofthe Churchof Englandtobe altered, and con- 


formed 


(9) 


" formedtothe Lawes and Conſtitutions of another Church, 


will findthemſelves mifled by the Information of ſome fa. 
ious Perſons here, who would willingly engage the Pctiti. 
onersto foment a Difference and Diviſion between the two 
Kingdomes, which We have with ſomuch Care and Indy. 
ſtry endeavoured to prevent , not having labour'd more ta 


quench the Combuſtion inthis Kingdom, then We have to 


hinder thelike from either devouring Ireland, or entring into 
Scotland, which if all others will equally labour, will un- 
doubtedly be avoided. But Wee cannot ſo cafily paſſe over 
the mention of zreland, being moy'd to itby the ſcandalous 
Aſpertions,that have been often caſt upon Vs upon that Sub- 
jc, and theuſe that hath been made of the woefull Diſtra- 
Rions of that Kingdom, as of a Seminary of feares andjea. 
louſies to beget the like Diſtra@ionsinrthis, and (which 
leaſt they may have farther influence) Wearethe more wil- 
ling to make Our Innocence appearc in that particular. 


When firſt that horrid Rebellion began, Ve were in Our 


Kingdome cf Scotland, and the ſenſe We had then of it, the 
expreſſions We made concerning it, the Commiſſions ( toge- 
ther with ſome other Aſſiſtance ) Weſent immediatly into 
that Kingdome, and the inſtant Recommendation We made 
of it tro both our Houſes of Parliament in England, are 
known toall Perſons of Quality there and then about Vs. 
After Our retutne into England, Our ready concurring toall 
thedefires of both Houſes that might moft ſpeedily repreſle 
that Rebellion, by paſſing the Bill of Preſſing, and in ita 


clauſe which quirred a Righrchallenged by all, and enjoyed 


by many of Our Predeceſſors, by parting with Our Rights 


in the Lands Eſcheatedto Us by that Rebellion, for the en» 


couragement of Adventurers, by emptying of Our Maga- 
zines of Armesand Ammunition for that ſervice ( which 
We have fince needed for Our neceſſary defence and Preſer- 

EE ny | vatiou 


(10) 


vition) byconſcatingto all Bills fo! rapling of mony 
forthe ſame, though containing unuſuall Clauſes , which 


truſted both Houſes without Vs 'with the manner of diſpo- 


-fingit, Our often preſſing both Houfes , not to negleR thar 


Kingdom,by being diverted by Confiderationsand Diſputes 
lefle concerning both Kingdomes, Our offer of raiſing tenne 
Thouſand Voluntiersto be ſent thither , and Our feveral} 
Offers to engage Our Own Royall Perſon in the ſuppreſſion 
of that horrid Rebellion, are no lefle known toall this Nari- 
on, then Our perpetuall carneſtnefſe by Our forraign Mini. 
ſersto keepallmanner of fupplies from being tranſported 
for the Relicfe of the Rebells, is known to ſeverall neigh- 
bouring Princes, Which ifall Our goodSubjeRts will con- 
fider, and withall how many of the men, and how much of 
the mony raiſed for that end, and how much Time, Care and 


Induſtry havebcendiverted from that imployment, and im- | 


ployed inthisunnaturall Varre againſt Vs, ( the true cauſe 
of the preſent miſery and want which Our Brittiſh Armies 
there doe now endure) they will ſoon free us fromall thoſe 
Impurations ſo Scandalouſly 'and groundleſſcly laid upon 
Vs, and imputethe continuance of the Combuſtion of that 
miſerable Kingdom, the danger it may bring upon Our King- 
doms of Ewelend and Scotland, and the beginning of this 
dolefull Defolation, to thoſe whoare truly guilty of ir. 

For unity in Religion, whichis defired, We cannot but 
anſwer , That We much apprehend leaſt the Papift may 
make ſome Advantage of that Expreflion, by continuing that 
Scandall with more Authoriry, which they have ever here- 
tofore uſed to caſt upon the Reformation, by interpreting all 
the Differences in Ceremony, Government, or indifferent 

- Opinions between ſeverall Proteſtant Churches, to be diffe- 
refces in Religion; And leaſt Our good SubjeRs of England, 


who have ever Eſtecmed themſclves ofthe ſame Religion 


with 
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(mn) 
with you, ſhould ſuſpe& themſelyesto be eſteemed by. you 
trobeof acontrary, And that the Religion which they and 
= their Anceftors have held ever fince the bleſſed Reformati. 
| oh, and in and for whichthey are reſolved todye, is taxed 
| and branded of Falſchood or Inſufficiency,by ſuch a defire. 

| For uniformity in Church- Government, We conceiv'd A q 

the Anſwer formerly givenby Vs tothe former Petitionin jy © 

this Argument, would have ſatisfied the Petitioners, and ig 13 of 046- 

ſo full, that We canadde little to it. viJ, That the Goveryy. **: 1542 
ment here eftablifhed by the Lawes, hath ſo neere a Relation and 
| Intermixture with the Civill State ( which may be unknown 
| #0 the Petitioners ) that till a compoſed diſgeſted forme be pre- 
| ſented tows, upon a free debate of both Houſes, in a Parliamen- 
tary way, Wheveby the Conſent and Approbation of this whole 
Kingdom may be had, andWe, and all Our Subjetts may A 
cerne, what # tobeleft, or brought in, as well as what is tobe 
taken away, We know not how to conſent to any Alteration, 0. 
therwiſethentoſuchan Act for the eaſe of tewder Conſciences 
inthe matter of (eremonies, as We bave often offered; and that 
this, and any thing elſe that may concerne the; Peace of the 
Church,andthe Advancement of Goas true Religion may be ſq. 
berly diſcuſſed,and happily effeFed, We have formerly offered, 
| and are fillwilling that debates of that nature nay be entered 
| | tnto by a Synod of Godly and Learned Divines, tobe regularly 
choſen according tothe Lawes and Cuſtomes of this Kingdom, 
To which We ſhall be willing that ſome Learned Divines of Our 

Church of Scotland may belikewiſe ſent,to be preſent, and offer = 

and debate their Reaſons, With this Anſwer the .Petitioners | 

"  hadgreatReaſon ro acquieſce, without enlarging the matter - ' 

of their former Petition only with bitter expreſſions againſt 'f 

tic Eſtabliſhed Government and Lawes of their Neighbour ; 

Nation, (as if it were contrary tothe word of God) with 
B 3 whom 


(12) 
whom =_— {o lately entred into a fri Amity and 
Fricadſhip. 
' But We catrinof enough wonder, that the Petitioners 
ould interpoſe themſelves, not only as fit DireQors and 
Tadoes between Vs and Our two Houſes of Parliament, in 
Buſinefſe ſo wholly concerning the Peaceand Government 
ofthis Our Kingdome, and ina matcer ſo abſolutely entry. 
ſed to Vs, as what new Lawes to conſent or not to conſent 
to; But ſhouldaſſume and publiſh, That the deſire of Re- 
formation inthis Kingdome is in a peaceableand Parliamen. 
' fary way, Whenallthe World may know, That the Pro. 

cecdings here, have been and are notonly contrary te all the 
Rules and Precedents of former Parliaments, but deſtruive 
to the Freedome, Priviledge, and Dignity of Parliaments 


themſelves; That We were firſt driven by Tumults,for the 


ſafety of Our Life, from Our Cities of London and Weſtmin- 
Fer,and havebeen fince purſued, fought withall,and are now 
kept from thence by an Army raiſed and payed, as is preten. 
ded, by the two Houſes, which conſiſt not of the fourth part 
ofthe number they ought to doe, the reſt being either driven 
from thence by the ſame violence, or expelled,or impriſon'd 
for not conſenting to the Treafons and unheard of Inſolen. 
cies praQiled| againſt Vs; And if the Petitioners could be. 
lievetheſe Proceedings to bein a Peaceable and Parliamentg- 
ry way, they werevery unacqu ainted with the Order and 
Conſtitution of this Kingdome, and not ſo fit Inſtruments to 
promotethat Reformation and Peacethey ſeem to defire, 
Wecannot beleevethe Imermixture.of the preſent Fccle- 
fiaſticall Goverament with the Civil State,to be other then 
avery good reaſon,and that the Government of the Church 
ſhould be by the Rules of humane Policy, to be other then a 
very200d Rulc,ualeſſe ſome other Government were as well 
provedas pretended to be better warranted by God, 
£5, Of 


(3) 
Of any Bills offered Vs for Reformation ,, Wee ſhall p66 
now ſpeake, they being a part of thoſe Articles. ypan 
which Wee have offered and expeRto Treat, But cannot 
but wonder by what Authority you prejudge Our Iudges. 
ment herein, by denouncing Gods anger upon Vs, and 
Our hazard of the loſſe of the hearts of all Our good Sub- 
jets, if We conſent notuntothem. The influence of fo ma- - 
ny Bleſſings from Heaven wpon the Raignes of Queene #/}. 
 Fabeth,and Our father of bleſſed memoty, and the acknow. 
ledgement of them by all Proteſtant Churches to have been 
caretull Nurſes of the Chureh of Chriſt, and to have excel- 
lently diſcharg'd their duties in the cuſtody and vindication 
of Religion, and the affcQion of their Subjects to them, doe 
ſufficiently aſſure Vs,that Ve ſhould neither ſtop the influ» 
ence of ſuch Bleſſings, nor grieve the hearts of all thegod. 
ly,nor hazardthe loſſe of the hearts of Our good Subjects, 
although We ſtill maintaine in this Kingdome the ſame eſta- 
bliſhe Ecclefiaſticall Government, which flouriſht in their 
times,and under their ſpeciall ProteRion. | 
We doubt not but Our SubjeRs of Scotland willreft abun- 
dantly ſatisfied with ſuch alterations in their owne Church 
as We have afſented unto}, and not be perſwaded by a meere 
Afertion,thatthere is no hope of the continuance of whats 
there ſetled by Law, unleflethatbe likewiſealtered which is 
ſetled here; And Our SubjcQs of England will never depart | 
& -+: heir durifull affeRion to Vs, for not conſenting to new 
ku" which by the Law of the Land,they know, We may 
as jiftly rejet if Weapprove not otthem, as cither Houle 
hath power ro prepare for,orboth topropound to Vs. Nor 
are youa little miſtaken it either you beleive the generality 
of this Nation todefire a change of Church. Gavernmear, 
or that moſt ofthoſe who deſire it , defireby it to introduce 
that which you will only eſteeme a Reftormatira , burare as 
| ; unwilling 


(14) 

aawilling to ſubmit to what you call the yoke of Chriſt and 
obediencetothe Goſpell, as thoſe whom you call prophatie 
and worldly men, and fo equally averſe both to Epiſcopacy 
and Presbytery tharif they ſhould prevailein this particular, 


the abolition of the one would be nv inlet to the arher, nor - 


would your hearts be lefſe grieved , your expeRarions leſle 
fruſtrated, your hopes lefle aſhamed, or your Reformation 
more ſecured. En 

- And the Petitioners,upon due Conſideration,will not find 
themſelves lefſe miſtaken in the Government of all the Re. 
formed Churches, which they ſay is by Aſſemblies,then the 
arcinthe beſt way ota Reformation, which ſures beſt to be 
inacommon and ordinary way, where the paſſion or intereſt 
of particular men may not impoſe upon the publique, but al- 
tcration be then only made, when, upon calme Debates, and 
evident and cleere Reaſon and convenience,theſame ſhall be 
penerally conſented to for the Peace and ſecurity of the peo. 
ple,and thoſe whoare truſted by the Law with ſuch debartes, 
are not diveſted of that truſt upona generall charge of cor. 
ruptions pretended to kave enrred by that way,and of being 
the Perſons to be reformed, and ſo unfitto be Refermers. 
And certainly thelike Logicke withthe like charges and pre- 
tences might be us'd to make the Parltamentit ſelfe an inca- 
pable Iudge ofany Reformationeitherin Church or State, 

For the generall Expreſſions inthe Petition againſtPapiſts, 

in which the Petitioners may be underſtood to charg- ''s 
with complyanceand favour evento their opinions, We ut 
eaken all Occaſions to publiſhrotheworld Our PraQice and 
Reſolution in thertrue Proteſtant Reformed Religion, and 
Weareverily perſwaded thereis ao one SubjeRin eitherof 
Our Dominions, who atall knowes Vs, and hath obſerved 
Our Life, but isin his Soule ſatisfied of Our conſtant Zeale 
& unremoveable AﬀeRion tothatReligion, andof Our true 


diſlike 
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that purpoſe in this Kingdome, and by . Our perpetuall and 
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diflikeof, and hearty Oppoſition to Popery; And asi'We 
willingly conſerited,at Our being in Scorland,to all As pro- 


Poſed to Ys forthe diſcountenancing and Reforming the 


Papiſts in that Our Kingdom, ſoby Our Proclatmztions for 
the putting of all Lawes ſeverely in execution againſt Recu- 
ſants, and by not refuſing. any one Bill preſented to Ysto 


publique Profeſſions of Readinefle with the Advice efOut 
two Houſes of Parliament prepared tor : V's ina deliberate 
and orderly way, to find ſomeexpedient to perfe ſopgod 
awork, . We cohceiv'd We had not tr it poſſible forany 
man to þelieve Vs guilty of tolerating ary part: of the Ro: 
miſh Tyranty:or Superſtition; or to: ſuſpe@ rthatthe Coh, 
verſion of Our deereſt Conſort, wasnot ſombeh*Ourite- 
fire, that the Accchon of as many Crownes; as God hith 
already beſtowed upon -: Vs, would be moxe welcome toVs 
chen That day;.. A Bleffing which-it is Our: daily prayetto 
the Almighty to beſtow'upon Vs. 7 

- But We might well have:expeQed from the Petitioners, 


' Who have in their folemne: Nationall Covenarit literally 
ſworn fo much Care of the ſafety of Our Perſon, andcannot 


but know in-how- much Dangertharhathibeen andtill is by 


' the Power andthreats of Rebellious Armes, that they would 


as well have remembred the, zz. of 0Zober;asthe 5. of Ne» 
vember,andas well tiavetakennoticeofthe Army raifed and 


led-againſt Vs: by the Earle of Eſſex, which bath aQually af. 


ſaulted and endeavoured to mutther: Vs, which We know 
to abound.in Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and other SeQaries, 
and in which-VVe: have rcaſon: (bythe. Priſoners We have 
taken, and the Evidence they have givenztobelieverhe ac 
many more:Papiſts (and:myany of thoſe forraigners) 1 


all Our Army, as haveadviſed La to disband'our ef the Ar. 


” 
|, 7 AN ERINOOA 


A id K, 
UNDREEES 324) | GB 
£, & # ' I Ay ) 


- Dy 
3% #032, TOES K2.Y 63, 
: - NM: $ ys pr . J Ws: 4 y, 7 
. - 7 k 
- "e , 
- 
. - » a, Pet 
bs | oi bo : 4 og RN s " 
Fg Y Fl 4 %< , - of 
A þ % , by X 
4 x : . e 


REN 


ER ee A a6) 
myof the Barle of Newrofle , whioh is raiſed for Oarde.- 
& Yie Papilts i. that Azmy , Whoato knowa robe ns: 
number atto endanger theiv obraining any\Power of. 
wilding their 36440;ard ſeitinguptheirdolzry, and whoſe 
airy he hath reaſoarocammend: (though he was never 
Ger for favouring their Religion ) nor before thatof 
o x. of ſugh asReball | under tar Title; And: 
ror is ds:dnot Ns by che aww of God: and: 
fDtFlove Vs fromdomeſtique Rebellion, asrodefenq- 
invaſion, - which We think no: man de. 
forthom to doe/ But We doe/folemnly 
it Godſhall no: faoherfree:Vsfrom: 
del tous: againſt'Vs, but 
Ve the oecelie: gpl he nope from 
Ay {6axeptdangarfrom theot aming them 1c- 
IdingiotheLwesofthisLand, as ! Wo ſhall nortaile to- 
1d, Oar Gommiſſibneo'to. the A@mblyar the time ap- 
poynted for it by the Lawes6f 8ra:levd:' 

Toggachude; Wodefiro andbrequire the Prticioners (as 
becomes good uote che: Goſpell) rouſe 
theigurmoſt endeayours to compoſe any:diltration- in: pi. 
'niqns;Ermis-yoderftandings, may,by the FaRtion of 
ſme len Petengtr ſed inthe mindes of Qar good 
— 0s ofchat Qua Kingdom, andco infule into- thema 

fenle OS ner Obedieneriand Humility , the grear 

war 3. 8 That they may not Fir 

IT =_e poor with things they doe not un- 
ang, or thinkthen ſebres arucer ian} in_the LE retadace 
other Kingdom, becanſe ivisnot according to the Cue 

of that: ih; which; rhey. live; Butthat chey-Viſpoſe 

ves with: Modeſty anG - evotion to the ſerviesof: 

Ag ans i KQioa/tohe: A_— 
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| of Vsand Our Lawes, ( remembring the fi nga GrceFa: | 
vour and Benignity Ve have alwaies exprefſed tothat Our 


Native Kingdom) and with Brotherly and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity one towards another ; And We doubt 'not but God in 
his mercy to Vs andthem will make Vs Inſtruments 


of his Bleſſings upon each other, andboth of 
Us of a great meaſure of Happineſſe and 


roſperity tothe whole 
NarTloOn. 
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